News Editing
and’
Design.

JOUR 272-A-- 3 credits
Spring Quarter 2007, Clark College
TTH 10-11°15 a.m.; AA4 0103

Instructor Information
Christina Kopinski, M.A.
Office: PSUB 255A
Office Phone: (360) 992-2972
Office hours: MWF 8-8:50 a.m. & 1-2 p.m. or by appointment
TTH 9-9:50 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. B1 p.m.
ckopinski@clark.edu
http://www.lewishuskie.com

Course Description:

This course builds on basic editing skills from JOUR 101 with an emphasis on proofreading, clarity,
trimming headlines, basic modular layout and newspaper design, editor responsibilities and Associated
Press Syle. Prerequisite: Completion of JOUR 101 with a C or better.

Required Texts, Newspapers, and Materials:
Brooks, B.S, Pinson, J.L., & Wilson, J.G. (2006). Working with words: A handbook for media writers
and editors (6" ed.). Boston: Bedford &. MartinG.

Goldstein, N. (Ed.). (2004). The associated press sty lebook and briefing on media law (39" ed.). New
York: Basic Books.

Harrington, J.T., & Dunlap, K.B. (2004). The editorial eye (4" ed.). New York: Bedford &. MartinGs.

Harrington, J.T., & Dunlap, K.B. (2004). Workbook for the editorial eye (4" ed.). New York: Bedford
S. Martin@.

Harrower, T. (2002). The newspaper designer@® handbook (5" Ed.). Boston: McGraw Hill.

Weekly reading assignments: The Independent & The Will amette Week
Daily reading assignments: The Columbian and The Oregonian

Required Materials:

Each student will need an extra ream of paper and an extra ink cartridge available to them throughout
the quarter for printing stories and homework assignments. Remember, students are writing on
deadline! Late stories will not be accepted. Be prepared!

Each student will need a separate reporter® notebook from his/ her class notebook for note taking
when conducting interviews. (It is up to the student@ discretion whether or not to purchase and utilize
a tape recorder.)

Each student will need to have accessto a personal computer or utilize the computers on campus, and
each student should invest in a flash (or jump) drive for saving homework assignments and news
stories.

Recommended Texts
Rich, C. (2007). Writi ng and reporti ng news: A coaching method (5" ed.). Belmont, CA: Thomson
Wadsworth.



Course Competencies:
At the end of this course, the successful student will be able:

1.

10.

11.

to develop the ability to decide what is newsworthy, e.g., timely, important, impact on
community, interesting, unusual, etc.

to understand and apply hierarchy of news when designing news pages.

To understand and apply the elements of visual journalism.

to develop the aptitude to complete a newspaper concept from inception to completion.
to relate principles of the SPJ Code of Ethics and media law to visual journalism.

to develop an advanced understanding and application of the editor reporter relationship.
to employ powerful page editing with visual journalism.

to employ the student reporter with the duty of ethical responsibility essential to all credible
news personnel.

to have an advanced understanding and utilization of story formats, content focus, and editing
for grammar.

to provide the student reporter with hands-on experience in writing editing and visual
journalism: gathering information, packaging the story, headline writing, copy editing, etc.

to understand and apply the theories of news reporting and the implications and utilization of
the 2007 Poynter Institute Eye Trac Sudy.

Clark College Abilities
In addition to the Sudent Learning Outcomes, Clark College hasidentified six campus-wide abilities
that form the foundation of our educational emphasis:
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Communication

Critical Thinking/ Problem Solving
Effective Citizenship

Global/ Multicultural Perspectives
Information/ Technology

Life-long Learning

h we will involve aspects of all these abilities during the quarter, this course will specifically

promote the:
Communicati on Ability and Effective Citi zenship Ability

Communication Learning Outcomes
The following Communication Learning Outcomes are incorporated into this course:

1.
2.
3.

4.,
5.
6

Locate appropriate, relevant, and comprehensive information.

Describe, analyze, paraphrase, and synthesize information.

Identify, develop, present, support, and organize ideasin standard edited English in written
and oral communication.

Demonstrate and apply principles of ethical communication in the presentation of ideas.

Adapt communication to a variety of purposes and audiences.

Demonstrate effective oral and/ or written communication appropriate to the disciplines and/ or
the occupation.



The following table illustrates how the course competencies/ outcomes, the communication learning
outcomes, the college wide abilities, and class activities, discussions, projects, and homework all
intersect providing the student with the best learning experience possible in JOUR 201. By satisfying all
of the outcomes as assessed by course material, students will have a complete understanding if
journalism from law to ethics, and students will acquire all the needed skills to be successful reporters.
*Please refer to the course competencies/ outcome section as previously listed.

Communication Learning
Qutcomes

Course Outcomes

Assessed by

College Wide Abilities

Locate appropriate,
relevant, and
comprehensive Information

1,2,4,5,7,8,9,10,11

Mid Term Project, Final
Exam, Activities,
Homework, Newspaper
Concept

Critical Thinking &
Problem Solving,
Information/ Technology,
Citizenship

Describe, analyze,
paraphrase, and synthesize
information

2,3,4,5,6,8,9,10,11

Mid Term Project, Final
Exam, Activities,
Homework, Pop Quizzes

Communication, Critical
Thinking & Problem
Solving,

Information/ Technology

Identify, develop, present,
support, and organize ideas

Mid Term Project, Final
Exam, Activities,

Communication, Life-

in standard edited Englishin | 3,5,6,7,9 Homework, Pop Quizzes, | Long Learning,
written and oral Newspaper Concept Citizenship,
communication
Demonstrate and apol Mid Term Project, Final Communication, Critical

rincioles of ethicarl)p y Exam, Activities, Thinking & Problem
Eomm%nication in the 1,5,6,8,9 Homework, Pop Quizzes, | Solving,

X . Copy Hditing Global/ Multicultural
presentation of ideas Perspectives
Mid Term Project, Final

Adapt communication to a HEXomwAc\JcrtliwltDIoes’Quizzes Critical Thinking &
variety of purposes and 1-11 » ~OP ' | Problem Solving,

audiences

Copy Editing, Newspaper
Project

Communication




Learning Methods

To attain the above goals, various modes of learning are employed. There is an emphasis on
experiential exercises such as demonstrations, simulations, group work, and practice of skills (e.g.,
interviewing and various ways of information gathering). There will also be class discussions, lectures,
guizzes and exams over textual readings.

Teaching Philosophy

Every day the public is overwhelmed by messages sent through the media. Among television, radio,
Internet and newspaper sources, how isit possible to identify credible news stories? The information
age has made it possible for anyone to practice citizen journalism. But the question remains, isthe
commentary reliable, credible, ethical and written to industry standards? When the public refersto
journalists for information that will impact everyday lives and the long term future, it isimperative
that those journalists possess certain skills and knowledge that will only increase a community®
understanding on all levels: local, national and global.

| consider myself your guide in learning journalism. It is my goal to provide the environment for that
learning. | strongly believe learning only happens when students take initiative and responsibility, so |
will rely on you to be an active participant in all the courses learning experiences. | hope as a class, we
will be able to ignite passion for a lifetime of learning in what | believe is one of the most intriguing
subjects, occupations or hobbies you can study Bjournalism.

Support Services

There are many student support services on campus such as Cannell Library, the Tutoring/ Writing
Center, Sudent Help Sessions, the Health Services Center and child care, just to name a few. Sudents
are encouraged to seek out this service, as needed. Please ask the instructor or at the information
counter in Gaiser Hall for more info.

ADA Accommodations

If you have emergency medical information, which should be shared, or if you require assistance in
case the building should be evacuated, please make an appointment to see me as soon as possible
during the office hoursindicated in this syllabus.

Any student with a disability who may require some consideration or assistance in order to fully
participate in this class should contact the Disability Support Services Office at 992-2580 or 992-2835
(TTY) or stop by Gaiser Hall.

Course Policies
1. Atte ndance/ Parti cipation isimportant! This course has been designed as a hands-on writing
workshop in conjunction with valuable class discussion; every student® consistent attendance
and participation is essential.

2. Bearesponsible student. If aclassis missed, it isthe student( responsibility to get the
missed class notes, assignments, handouts, etc. from a classmate, visit me during office hours
or pay a visit to the web site for assignments.

3. Pagiarism isnot tolerated. Any form of cheating and/ or plagiarism will result in the failure of
that particular assignment, possibly failure of the class, and possible expulsion from the
college. According to Webste r®@ New Dicti onary (1993), plagiarism is the offering of another®
artistic or literary work as one® own. For additional information on plagiarism, consult the
Sudent Codes of Conduct at
http:// www.clark.edu/ about_clark/ policies student_code. php#060 under the topic (& udent
Responsibilities.O




4. Respect the classroom environment. The classroom is considered a learning environment. Rude

and disruptive behavior, towards a classmate or the instructor is not tolerated.

Avoid tardiness. If students are late, please take a seat quietly. Do not eat, drink, talk,
read, finish homework for other classes or engage in any other disruptive behavior during class.
If I acknowledge such behavior, the guilty parties will be asked to leave the room.

For more details, consult the Sudent Codes of Conduct at
http:/ / www.clark.edu/ about_clark/ policies student_code. php#060 under the topic (& udent
Responsibilities.O

5. Cell phones and other techie devices. Turn off all electronic devices (e.g. cell phone, PDA,
iPod, etc.) before the start of class. Do not leave cell phones on during class.
Sudents are not allowed to answer cell phones during class, and students may not leave the
room to answer and converse on a cell phone during class.
If any student does leave the room to converse on a cell phone, that student will be marked
tardy for the attendance that day. If a student leave the room as converses on the phone for a
lengthy period (10 minutes or more), that student will be marked as absent.

6. Use civil discourse. Please remember that everyone is different. Please choose language that
isinclusive and respectful of others. Each person communicates in unique ways.

7. lam not amind reader. | will assist students in anyway possible. If you do not understand
something, have concerns, have issues, or need help developing a story idea, please come and
visit me during my office hours or set up an appointment to speak with me. | will not know
that you need assistance unless you come and talk to me. | am here to help you LEARN!

Assignment Policies
1. Due to the presence of the course web site and studentsOknowledge of this, | expect

studentsto be responsible and consult the web site when absent. If an assignment sheet is
lost, it isthe student® responsibility to obtain another. Hint: If you cannot reach me,
assignments may be available for download via the course web site for your convenience. |
recommend checking the web site as frequently as possible because changesto the syllabus
and/ or course calendar will be uploaded to the web site immediately. Check the web site
in a place where you will have accessto a working computer and printer. This way you will
have the accessto printing any missed or lost assignment sheets or readings.

2. All assignments are to be TyPED. Hand written work will not be accepted. | will not grade
hand written work, which means you will acquire a grade of zero. All margins must be
the standard one-inch, and double-spaced in 12-point font. News story assignments should
not be handed in using a two-column format. Late news stories are never accepted.

3. Written assignments will not be accepted if they are faxed, or sent astext within an e-mail
message.

Assignments
Exams and Projectsb

Mid term Project BSudents will complete a presentation based on a journalism concept/idea from the
Harrington and/ or Harrower texts. The presentation will be 5-8 minuteslong. Each presenter will be
assigned will be assigned their journalism topic. Sudents will have accessto all of the technology in
the classroom for their presentation.

Midterm project is worth 150 points.

Final Exam BSudents will complete a comprehensive final exam at the end of the quarter. The final
exam will also have a skills component in the final project, which is a separate grade. There will be
access to study sessions before each exam based on student interest.

Final exam isworth 150 points of the final grade.



Newspaper concept BSudents will brainstorm ideas and create a local newspaper. This project will
assess studentsOunderstanding of target audience, hierarchy of news, qualities of news, headline
writing, news story packaging, photo cropping, etc. There will be a separate paper that analyzesthe
audience and explains the decisions made for the newspaper. In addition, there will be a prototype for
the front page, two section fronts, and one inside page.

Each opinion story isworth 100 points of the final grade.

Copy Editing DS udents will assess their understanding and learning of the concepts and skillsin
copyediting. There will be a copyediting packet given out during the middle of the quarter.
Each story is worth 100 points.

Activities, Homework and Quizzes B250 points

Activities BThere will be frequent activitiesthat count as class participation. If a student is absent on a
day a graded activity is completed, the points cannot be made up.
The series of activiti es are worth 25 points throughout the quarter.

Pop quizzes BYes, there will be 5 unannounced pop quizzes given at the beginning of randomly
selected classes. These pop quizzes will cover information from the Houston text, the daily
newspaper, grammar, the AP Sylebook, lecture, you name it; it& all fair game!

Each quiz isworth 10 points.

The series of quizzesisworth 50 points of the final grade.

Homework BThere will be a variety of homework assignments throughout the quarter that will help the
student reporter develop the necessary skillsto succeed. These assignments will be assigned weekly,
and the assignments will always be an extension of class discussion.

The series of homework assignments is worth 25 points of the final grade.

Grading Scale
As based on the above listed and described assignments the grading scale is as follows:
Course = 1000 points and the final course points are broken down below.

A=473BD500 A-=472- 450 excellent on all work (written, tests)
B+ =428 D450 B=427 D415 B-=414-400 above average work (written, tests)
C+=378P399 C=377D365 C =364- 350 average work
D =300 b349 below average work
F =250 b0 unsatisfactory

If you do not understand something, please do not hesitate to ask me for help. If you are falling behind
or have any concerns or problems, please see me during my office hours or schedule an appointment as
soon as possible.

E-mail Guidelines
When e-mailing me at ckopinski@clark.edu, please include the following:
1. Inthe subject heading (the re: line), write the appropriate class JOUR 101-A 9:00 a.m.
include a message and your full name in the body of the e-mail.
2. If you would like a response the same day, you must send the e-mail before 3:00 p.m.
| do not normally respond to e-mails between Friday at 3:00 p.m. and Monday morning.

Phoning and Voicemail Guidelines

Office Phone Guidelines:

When calling my office phone, please remember to leave a complete message if | am not able to
answer. When leaving a message, please remember to leave your name, a call back number, time,
date, and the reason why you are calling. | will return your call as soon as time permits.



Tentative JOUR 272 Calendar
An updated calendar complete with assignments and due dates is ALWAYS
available at www.lewishuskie.com under CcoursesO

Day/ Date Topic/Activities Readings/Assignments
Week 1 Introduction to course/ syllabus Read Harrington: Ch. 1
T4/3 d Read Harrower: Preface & Intro
Class activity/ discussion: What ISthe purpose of
TH 4/ 5 . ) )
journalism (in a democracy)?

Week 2 Read Harrington: Ch. 2
T4/ 10 Focus on: Copy editor® and page designer@ roles Read Harrower: Ch. 1
TH 4/ 12 Fundamentals of News page design HW: Sart Newspaper Concept
Week 3 Sorv Packain Read Harrington: Ch 3 & 4
T4/17 y gng Read Harrower: Ch2 & 3
TH 4/ 19 Page Design
Week 4 - Read Harrington: Ch 5 & 6
T4/ 24 Editing Gontent Read Harrower: Ch 4 & 5
TH 4/ 26 Working with writers: The art of coaching writing and

story elements

Mid Term Week
Week 5 Focus on: Legal and ethical, issues all editors need to Read Harrington: Ch 7 - 9
T5/1 know Read Harrower: Ch. 6 & 7

Focus on: Legal and ethical, issues all editors need to

TH5/3 know
Week 6 : Read Harrington: Ch. 10 & 11
T5/8 Sory Sructure & Sorytelling Read Harrower: Ch. 8
TH 5/ 10 Mid term Presentations
Week 7 Headlines and Inside pages Read Harrington: Ch. 12 & 13
T5/15 pag Read Harrower: Ch. 9
TH5/ 17 Fecial section design and story writing/ editing
Week 8 Focus on: Putting it all together, using creative stories
T5/22 for great design
TH 5/ 24 Focus on: Putting it all together, using creative stories

for great design




Week 9
T 5/ 29

Focus on: Newspaper concept workday

TH 5/ 31

Focus on: Newspaper concept workday

Week 10
T6/5

Focus on: Newspaper concept workday

TH6/7

Present newspaper concept

DUE: Newspaper concept
HW: Final Exam

Finals
Week

Final Exam Due

This syllabus and calendar is subject to change at the

instructor® discretion.



etcetera.

OThe best way to waste your life, ... isby taking notes. The easiest way to avoid living is to just watch.
Look for the details. Report. Don't participate.O
Chuck Palahniuk, Washington nati ve freelance journali st/ novelist now living in Portland.

L
CForty years ago, we were on the tail of the Front Page era. There was a different point of view.
Reporters and editors were more forgiving of public people. They didn't think they had to stick

someone in jail to make a career.O
Mike Royko famous Chicago journalist/ columnist

OWe journalists make it a point to know very little about an extremely wide variety of topics; thisis
how we stay objective.O
Dave Barry, Miami Herald journalist/ humorist

Aan America, the President reigns for four years, and Journalism governs for ever and ever.O
Oscar Wilde, Irish poet, novelist and criti c.

Qlournalism is the first rough draft of history.O
Philip Graham

Owith great power comes great responsibility.O
Ben Parker from the Marvel comic Spider-Man.



Sudent Agreement
JOUR 201 A BSpring 2007

| understand that attendance is essential in thisclass. (You need to be in classto practice
communication skills, participate in group activities and discussions, and to practice
writing skills.)

| understand how my absences and tardies WILL affect my Final Grade. (Missing points
from class activities and pop quizzes due to an absence can not be made-up.)

| understand that when | enter class late that | am disrupting class. | agree to make an
effort to be on time.

I understand that | will not finish homework for another class, read the newspaper, eat,
drink, or conduct any kind of inappropriate disruptive behavior during class time of any
kind.

| understand that plagiarism will not be tolerated. | understand that | if | turn in any
plagiarized work | will fail the assignment and possibly be withdrawn from the course.

| understand that my cell phone, pager, PDA, and/or iPod must be turned OFF at all times
during class unless | acquire permission from Ms Kopinski.

| understand that it is my responsibility to obtain any missed work when | am absent. |
understand that | may ask classmate for assistance, seek out Ms. Kopinski during office
hours or make an appointment, or | may access the course web site to locate and
download any missed assignments.

| understand that this classis a journalism class and is deadline driven. Sory assignments
must be turned in by deadline.

| understand that | will receive the grade that | earn by following the assignment
directions and guidelines as outlined by this syllabus.

| have completely read the syllabus and understand all of the classroom policies,
outcomes and learning objectives as outlined in the JOUR 201 A syllabus.

Print Name Date

Sgnature

This is DUE Friday April 6, 2007.
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